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What is the fact in regard to these peoples, the
older and the younger nations? Our past is theirs.
Their future is ours. You cannot if you would
break the invisible bond which binds us together.
Their forefathers are our forefathers. They wor-
shipped at our shrines. They sleep in our church-
yards. They helped to make our institutions, our
literature and our laws. These things are their
heritage as much as ours. If you stood up to deny
it, your speech and countenance, your manner of
life and institutions would all combine to betray you,

Mr. Chamberlain did not a little during this visit to
improve the relations between the two great Anglo-
Saxon countries. There were, indeed, many obstacles
still to be overcome before there was real friendship,
and Venezuela lay ahead, but the way had been
prepared, and no one would have been more delighted
than Mr. Chamberlain had he been spared to see the
day when his own fellow-countrymen and those of
his wife were fighting shoulder to shoulder in defence
of their common civilization.

When he returned to London he lost no time in
giving expression to the opinions which he had formed
on the other side of the Atlantic. On gth April, 1888,
he was entertained to dinner at the Devonshire Club,
and in reply to the toast of his health, proposed by the
Gladstonian Lord Granville, he foreshadowed the pro-
gramme to which he was to devote the remainder of
his life. After some friendly references to the United
States, which were greatly appreciated in that country,
he continued:

But is it necessary, is it desirable, that our rela*
tion with Canada, with pur great colonies in
Australasia and South Africa, should follow the